
 

 

T St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist T 

September 21, 2025 

WELCOME TO MOUNT OLIVE IN THE NAME OF CHRIST OUR LORD AND KING!  

 

AS WE GATHER 

   As a tax collector in the days of Jesus, Matthew was not a popular person. Jesus saw beyond the 

reputation and called Matthew to follow Him because, as He explained to the judgmental religious 

leaders, He desires mercy. Today He calls you to His Table in the Lord’s Supper. His forgiveness for 

repentant sinners is His mercy. 

Guests: At Mount Olive, we confess Christ’s words that the Lord’s Supper is His true body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins. Paul writes in 1 Cor.11: 27-29 that one may receive this gift to their detriment if they do not 

discern the true Body and Blood. If you have questions or are not a member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod congregation, please speak with Pastor Torkelson before communing. He is happy to talk with you.  

Please fill out an attendance card available in the back of the pew  

and place it in the offering plate. 

 

PRELUDE                   Open the Eyes of my Heart/Be Thou my Vision               Mark Hayes 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                By All Your Saints In Warfare LSB 518 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt. 
Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  C    Amen. 

  P    Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of 

this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 

one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.       C Amen. 



 

 

 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew the tax 

collector to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and inspired 

witness, grant that we also may follow You, leaving behind all covetous desires 



 

 

and love of riches; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 2:8-3:11 

 8“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that 

rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9And when I looked, 

behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 
10And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and 

there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

 1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and 

go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this 

scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I 

give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as 

sweet as honey. 

 4And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my 

words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard 

language, but to the house of Israel— 6not to many peoples of foreign speech and 

a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to such, 

they would listen to you. 7But the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, 

for they are not willing to listen to me. Because all the house of Israel have a hard 

forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, I have made your face as hard as their 

faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9Like emery harder than flint 

have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they 

are a rebellious house.” 10Moreover, he said to me, “Son of man, all my words that I 

shall speak to you receive in your heart, and hear with your ears. 11And go to the 

exiles, to your people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 

GOD,’ whether they hear or refuse to hear.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 

PSALM                                 Psalm 119:33-40 

 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, and I will keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. Refrain 
 

Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 

Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things and give me life in Your ways. 

Confirm to Your servant Your promise, that You may be feared.  Refrain 
 

Turn away the reproach that I dread, for Your just decrees are good. 

Behold, I long for Your precepts, in Your righteousness give me life! 

Glory be to the Father and – to the Son and to the Holy – Spirit; 

As it was in the be – ginning, is now, and will be forever. –Amen.  Refrain 
Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche 

Copyright 2021 Concordia Publishing House 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 4:7-16 

 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
8Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 

 and he gave gifts to men.” 

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into 

the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the one who also ascended far 

above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11And he gave the apostles, the 

prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity 



 

 

of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 

doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking 

the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 

which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so 

that it builds itself up in love. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 

booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors 

and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when 

the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who 



 

 

are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn 

what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         What Is The World To Me LSB 730 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 

Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON                                       The God Who Desires Mercy Matt. 9 

 

NICENE CREED 

C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 

of all things visible and invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 



 

 

all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 

and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 

will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:      P Lord, in your mercy,     C hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING/OFFERATORY                         Vestry                                               Michael Torke  

 

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you.   C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

   To God The Holy Spirit Let Us Pray LSB 768 

   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name (Hymn of the Month)  LSB 940 

   The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast 

to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the 



 

 

true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, 

we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  A   Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  P    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                         Sent Forth By God’s Blessing LSB 643 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005669 
Tune: Public domain 
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Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

  P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord!          

  C   Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE                         Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy                 Larry Shackley 

 

SERVANTS IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 

Officiant:     Pastor Dan Torkelson            

Elder:        Brian LaRowe 

Organist:     Tim Adrianson 

Altar Guild:  Janelle Tonsager   

Greeter:       Doris Smith 

Acolyte:            Graham Ballweg 

Lector:              Carl Koehler    

Usher Team:     Casanova 

Camera:            Russ Black 

Audio/Visual:   James Fenske, Barb Koehler 

      

 


