
 

 

T Fourth Sunday In Advent T 

December 21, 2025 
 

WELCOME TO MOUNT OLIVE IN THE NAME OF CHRIST OUR COMING KING!  

 

AS WE GATHER 

The gift of God’s Son is the gift, above all else, of love. Love, as Paul wrote, is “the greatest 

of these.” In Christ, we see the fullness of God’s love in saving sinners. Today we receive that 

love in His feast of love, the Lord’s Supper. 

Guests: At Mount Olive, we confess Christ’s words that the Lord’s Supper is His true body 

and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Paul writes in 1 Cor.11: 27-29 that one may receive 

this gift to their detriment if they do not discern the true Body and Blood. If you have 

questions or are not a member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, please 

speak with Pastor Torkelson before communing. He is happy to talk with you.  

Please fill out an attendance card available in the back of the pew  

and place it in the offering plate. 

OPENING HYMN                        Jesus! Name Of Wondrous Love LSB 900 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are 

saved. 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 



 

 

 
P   Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–17 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 

the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD 

will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days 

as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of 

Assyria.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

 

PSALM Psalm 24 

 
 



 

 

EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7 

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 

of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 

flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom 

we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for 

the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to 

belong to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

 
  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had 

given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 



 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, 

come, 

And open wide our heav’nly 

home; 

Make safe the way that leads 

on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from 

on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing 

nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of 

night, 

And death’s dark shadows put 

to flight. Refrain 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

             And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum,  
1710 Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON                                     Love: God’s Highest Gift All readings 

 

NICENE CREED      LSB 191 

C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 

T of the world to come. Amen.  



 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:    P Lord, in your mercy,   C hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

PREFACE LSB 194 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED) LSB 194 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 



 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION LSB 197 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

DISTRIBUTION 

 

HYMNS 

   Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341 

   O Savior, Rend The Heavens Wide LSB 355 

   At The Name Of Jesus LSB 512 

 



 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING LSB 200 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 



 

 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN                           Prepare The Royal Highway LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005669 
Tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

  P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord!          

  C   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 



 

 

SERVANTS IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 

Officiant:         Pastor Dan Torkelson                        

Organist:         Trevor Magness                    

Elder:               Jordan Braasch                                    

Lector:             Carl Koehler                           

Audio/Visual:  James Fenske, Barb Koehler 

Acolyte:           Emma Bluhm                                   

Greeter:           Paul Skidmore 

Usher Team:    Casanova 

Camera:           Carl Koehler    

Altar Guild:      Charisse Treece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program 

December 24, 2025 
    4:00 pm 

  

Christmas Eve Services  
December 24, 2025 

                                                         4:00 pm – SS Program 
                                                         6:30 pm – Worship Service 

  

Christmas Day Worship  
December 25, 2025 

   9:00 am 
 

 

  

 


