
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascension Divine Service 
May 14, 2026 6:30 pm 

 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church  

110 N. Whitney Way 

Madison, WI  53705 



OPENING HYMN                          Hail Thee, Festival Day LSB 489 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

5 Spirit of life and of pow’r, 

Now flow in us, fount of our being, 

Light that enlightens us all, 

Life that in all may abide:   Refrain 

6 Praise to the giver of good! 

O Lover and Author of concord, 

Pour out Your balm on our days; 

Order our ways in Your peace:   Refrain 
 
Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530–609; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005669 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P    Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 

as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 



P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!   C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                                                                  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you  

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended 

into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually 

dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 1:1–11 
        1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself 

alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. 

        4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.” 

        6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 

seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said 

these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 

stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.         C Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM             Why Do You Peer Into The Skies?               Jacob B. Weber 

  



EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 

     15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 

my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 

a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of 

your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave 

him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills all in all. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.               

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



        44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 

the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

        50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 

them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 

heaven…(paschal candle is extinguished).   52And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.         

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY           Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008                   Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005669 
Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025                   Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005669SERMON                                       



SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:     

P Lord, in your mercy,       

C hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 

 

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you.      

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.          

 C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 



 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C   Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                  LSB 210 

 

 



 

 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

Gluten Free wafers are available upon request. Grape Juice is available in the purple 

individual cups. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  

Spread The Reign Of God The Lord                                                                     LSB 830 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                                      LSB 211 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       C Amen. 
 

A Let us bless the Lord.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

        The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.        C Amen. 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!        C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CLOSING HYMN                 See, The Lord Ascends In Triumph                          LSB 494 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt.     Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79     Text and tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 

 P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord!      

 C   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

SERVANTS IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 
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